CRISTINO ARROYO DIVISION
	TEAM CLEOFAS (8-1, 1)

	50-49

	Team Gaston (7-2, 2)



	
	
	


MVP

	Joel Manalac, Team Ocampo


BEST DEFENDER

	Eric Magdato, Team Gaston

	


MYTHICAL FIVE
	Joel Manalac, Team Ocampo

	Eric Magdato, Team Gaston

	Ben Solis, Team Cleofas

	Jay Gonzales, Team Gaston

	Pat Ildefonso, Team Cleofas

	


Road to Recovery

By Arvin Sanchez

In 2001, class 4B’88 formed a team to participate in ABL.  Team Cleofas was born. After a few seasons of heart-breaking losses in the semis, we finally bagged the title in the Sevilla division back in 2006 coming from a stellar and flawless season. Cleofas won all its games convincingly, ending the season with a record of sorts … an ABL first to have the Mythical 5 selection all coming from one team. 

Then, everything seemed downhill from there. The following year was the worst ever, having just won 1 game the entire season. The year after that, Cleofas didn’t even put up a team for season 2008.

In the same year however, Cleofas tried to make a come-back in the off season league, MAAI. That league went pretty well for us, having won the tournament in style. Up next was ABL 2009. From a successful come-back stint in MAAI, we were heart-broken once again having been defeated in the Arroyo division finals. We vowed to return the next year more ready.

Preps for the 2010 season were quite different. Aside from not being able to practice a single time before the season started, we also had to make a bold decision of getting new recruits to offset the perennial attendance problem, along with the issue of age of course. What we made sure of was that we got role players more than go-to-guys, just to make sure that the core Cleofas team and its regular rotation was kept. Mark Ibaviosa, Aaron Mempin, Jox Uy, and veteran Rufi Parpan were then added. 

The start of Game 1 of the 2010 season was far from being smooth. The Cleofas core was rusty, and the newbies were just adjusting to the team. It was a good thing that Team Gaston had more cobwebs than us, and that adjustments were made in the latter part of the match. That pretty much set the tone for the rest of the season. Cleofas played with consistency. We consistently still didn’t have good attendance. We consistently didn’t know who was going to light up. We consistently started slow. But we found ways to end most games with a victory. 

It was not much different in the finals, specially without our main gunner Pat Ildefonso. We were up against Team Gaston who also only lost once in the elimination round. It was the worst start Cleofas had the whole season. We were down after Q1, as well as at the half. And with less than 4 minutes left in the 3rd, Cleofas was down by a big 15-point margin. It then turned into the Nash Racela and Mark Ibaviosa show! Steals … 3s … fast break points! Manolo Garcia-Ramos and Bobit Dobles also played big by controlling the boards. 3rd quarter ended with Cleofas only down by 2. 

The final quarter in the season was just deserving to be the finale. There were momentum and lead changes, big shots as well as defensive lapses, even an off court drama regarding a “technical” non-call. The championship all boiled down to a superb and unexpected Steve Nash-like assist by Ben Solis to a cutting Jox Uy who made his one and only basket in the game with 3 ticks left.

50-49. 

Back on top, Cleofas has recovered. 

Credits:

Dennis Layug:  Cleofas team captain for the 2010 season, and ever-reliable forward.

 Manolo Garcia-Ramos and Bobit Dobles:  Big men in the middle who played big all season long.

JR Ramos and Rufi Parpan:  Veteran “enforcers” who always make their presence felt, and who both made the difference specially in that one game when there were no big men around.

Charlie Dobles:  Trademark pesky defense whenever it mattered most. Has likewise expanded his game to be the Cleofas version of the trash-talking Gary Patton, but usually off the court.

Rod Soliven:  Mister quality minutes off the bench … who contributes on both ends of the court.

Pat Ildefonso and Gelo Guerrero:  Sweet shooting guards who make the team look better … in more ways than one.

Ben Solis:  Ever-consistent and reliable at the point … who made the all important championship assist.

Mark Ibaviosa:  All-around baller; Scottie Pippen in the flesh. 

Jox Uy:  The newbie big man … who made the biggest shot in the season.

Aaron Mempin:  The freight train; fast breaking big man … who also hit a 3 to start turn around a game.

Nash Racela:  “Coach” as he is commonly called … who took control of the finals, showing his complete arsenal when it mattered the most.

Eric Buenaflor:  The veteran … who has expanded his game to include calling the shots from the sideline.

