DIONISIO CALVO DIVISION
	TEAM DIAZ (6-4, 4)

	55-50

	Ateneo SMB-Magnolia (7-1, 1)



	
	
	


MVP

	Reggie Varilla, Ateneo SMB-Magnolia  


BEST DEFENDER

	Dong Alvarez, Ateneo SMB-Magnolia 


MYTHICAL FIVE
	Reggie Varilla, Ateneo SMB-Magnolia  

	Justin Huang, Team Diaz

	Tim Bascar, Team Juanito Chan

	Dong Alvarez, Ateneo SMB-Magnolia 

	Mikael Pasimio, Team Diaz


DIVISION CHAMPIONSHIP

By Jolly Diaz

“From zero to hero…” That was the first time I heard my teammates brag about our team. Humility was thrown out the window and rightfully so. Team Diaz started the season at the bottom of the pile (0-4) and emerged champions!

The last time we met Team SMB-Magnolia they beat us 48-45. They ran a basketball clinic, busting our zone from the outside then they methodically took us apart inside with drop passes to baseline cutters that we just couldn’t stop. They beat us good with only 6 players suited up. We didn’t have our mythical five forward Justine Huang in that game, but we were pretty much in full force.

Team SMB-Magnolia went on to sweep the rest of the Calvo Division field to secure the top seed in a stepladder format semis. After our 4th loss though, we went on a winning streak of our own. Winning 3 of our last eliminations round games to enter the final 4 through the back door and then beating our tormentors Team Cruz and Team Saguisag in back-to-back semis games one weekend before the finals.

The day of the finals, we entered the fabled Blue Eagle Gym defiant yet uneasy. Team SMB-Magnolia has been tracking our progress after our last encounter and has noted that we’ve handily beaten our last five opponents by double digits. They came in full force determined to stamp their final mark of dominance in our division. We were four men short this time around with one of our fiery team leaders point guard, Kael Pasimio missing the finals because of a wedding? Mighty forward Cedric Reyes was relegated to head cheerleader with an Achilles tendon injury. Our pair of Xavier School basketball legends, Jerry Hao and Paul Leh were also unavailable, left in their stead was Xavier School hotshot Fritz Chan.

Team SMB-Magnolia was an offensive juggernaut throughout the tournament averaging the 2nd highest average score (68.1 ppg) in the division and the highest net average winning spread of +12.57 points so we were determined to keep it a low scoring game.

Former blue eaglet Josh Reyes’ 3 3-point shots paced Team SMB-Magnolia’s offense in the 1st half while AGSB center JR Vergara gave them a solid presence in the paint finishing the game tops in blocks (2) and rebounds (12) even managing 2 steals.

With our top playmaker gone, Jeck Ramos, Toffee Topacio and ABL vet clutch shooter Don Javillonar shared point guard duties. Versatile guard/forwards Marco Campos and Noel Reyes lent a hand steadying the troops by helping with the ball-handling choirs. Veteran forward Andre Ibarra and vastly improved center Jerome Musico provided the much-needed muscle inside. Prolific forward Justine Huang carried us offensively top scoring for the game with 23.

Lock down defender Raffy Algarra drilled two crucial 3-point shots (1 in each half) in the game to answer all the trash talking the SMB squad was known to dish out. His second 3 came with 4 minutes left in the game off of an assist from a tightly guarded Don Javillonar. Boom 48-41 our biggest lead in the ballgame. But SMB came roaring back with 8 straight points the last 6 of which came from former blue eaglet star guard Gio Passion. 48-49 SMB, this prompted more trash talking from Joseph Quijano who shouted within ear shot of our bench “Kinakabahan na yang mga yan!!!”.

Timeout. About a minute to go in the Dionisio Calvo Finals. Marco went to Don, “Pare, di tayo matatalo dito. Same side tayo, bigyan kita ng pick, itira mo!” Out of the timeout SMB’s defense was airtight. Justin attracted a double team on his side of the floor the interior locked up tight. Cat quick Toffee Topacio attracts the perimeter defense, he passes to Don, Marco takes out 2 defenders. Don saw just a little bit of daylight… Swoosh. Up  again! 51-49. 

Timeout SMB, the ball finds its way to division MVP Reggie Varilla . He is fouled but only makes 1 free throw, 51-50. Toffee is fouled in the ensuing play, he misses both, but Team Diaz center, Jerome Musico is pushed going for the offensive rebound, he makes his 1st freethrow, 52-50. Muj misses the second, but Justin soars to grab the offensive rebound again. SMB immediately fouls, Justin sinks both freebies, 54-50. Desperation time for SMB, several attempts, all well contested. Toffee eventually tracks down the ball for Team Diaz and gets fouled. He sinks 1 last charity shot, 55-50. The final buzzer sounds. Team Diaz erupts and the bench is emptied. 

“From zero to hero” how sweet it is.

