BABY DALUPAN DIVISION
	TEAM CALUAG, (7-2, 1)
	48-46
	Xavier 2 (6-3, 2)


MVP

	Mon Tioseco, Team Caluag 


BEST DEFENDER

Marvin Sioco, Xavier 1

MYTHICAL FIVE
	Mon Tioseco, Team Caluag 

	Charles Tiu, Xavier 2

	Sammy Young, Xavier 2

	Badjie Del Rosario, Team Caluag

	Rain Sison, Team Caluag



Team Caluag beats Xavier for ABL Dalupan Division Championship

By Team Caluag

The term  “One and done”  usually connotes a  negative meaning when used as a description of a performance or career.  The same can be said for the term “Two and Done”. However, for Team Caluag, this reflects a remarkable turn around from an otherwise disastrous start. 

Team Caluag started on the wrong foot losing its first two games of the season.  The team which was mostly composed of  the Ateneo Seniors Basketball team circa 1996-2002 started entertaining thoughts  of age, wear and tear and degrading skills against younger, faster and fresher opponents. Thoughts of the “aging” Boston Celtics came to mind where once a dominating and  relentless squad now seems mediocre and beatable. 

However, as once again demonstrated in Basketball,  the ball is round and with some luck , any wrong bounce  in the past can be corrected with some “right”  bounces in your favor. 

The  “right” bounce started with a moral victory over the Xavier 1 squad by three points. A “confidence building” win followed with a runaway win vs. Team Guidaben.  

With the team’s confidence back and  a 2-2 slate, things started to roll and Team Caluag never looked back.  It finished the eliminations with three more wins, beating both Xavier teams and finishing the eliminations with a sound win over Team Gepuela  to reach the Final 4.  

A rejuvenated and confident  team entered the Semis. With an 8am game to blame, both teams shot poorly from the floor for the whole game and played an otherwise inefficient grind it out low scoring game. Fortunately for Caluag, Xavier shot worse from the field and bucked a 4th quarter rally to eventually pull out a win.

Then came the championship… On paper, both teams matched up evenly.  Both teams beat each other in the eliminations by the same margin. Both teams had a balanced line up consisting of good scorers and dependable big men. Both teams were also missing key players with Xavier not having Eric Yao and Caluag missing Ryan Pamintuan to injury. 

The Championship game was close throughout with Xavier taking early control of the game surprising Caluag with a Man to Man match up defense.  Sammy Young (14 pts) also provided match up problems by  time and again scoring in the inside backstopped by the sniping of Charles Tiu (13 pts). It was only in the 2nd half that Caluag was able to hold its own in defense by  employing  its own Man to Man defense that it was able to take a slight control of the game.  Paul Tanchi (5 rebounds)  played an excellent job of matching up against Sam Young (13 pts, 5 rebounds)  with Bryce Godfried providing the necessary hustle scrapping for loose balls and Marco Benitez, Joel Co and Jazzy Elmido sustaining Caluag’s course. Mon Tioseco (16 pts, 3 rebounds) , Rainier Sison (9 points 4 rebounds)  and Badjie Del Rosario( 7pts, 3 rebounds, 3 assists) took turns in keying the offense to lead Dalupan to a slight lead in the homestretch.

The game went down the wire and with Caluag clutching a precarious two point lead after split free throws by Paul Tanchi, Xavier  had one last chance to tie or win the game.  A solid defensive stand by Caluag prevented Xavier from scoring with Sonny Tadeo (7 rebounds, 1 block) grabbing the game clinching rebound.   Tadeo was fouled and subsequently missed his two free throws which were inconsequential as Xavier  no longer  had  any time on the clock  for another shot.

The game ended with Caluag beating Xavier 48-46.   Another championship lands in Caluag’s  hands…

A classic example of “It ain’t over till the fat lady sings”. Fortunately for Caluag, The Fat lady never got up and sang this Season!

