ED OCAMPO DIVISION
	AHS 4E 99 (7-2, 2)
	64-50
	Team Medallo (7-2, 1)


MVP

	1.
	Tim Bascar, Team Medallo


BEST DEFENDER

	Bajjie Del Rosario, AHS 4E 99


MYTHICAL FIVE
	1.

	Tim Bascar, Team Medallo


	2.

	Bajjie Del Rosario, AHS 4E 99


	3.

	Bogey Bernardo, AHS 4E 99


	4.

	Euan Sanchez, AHS 4I 99


	5.

	Mike Gamboa, AHS 4C 07



	

	

	Competitiveness + Composure=Championship
The Way to Glory of E’99

By: EJ Solis 
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The journey of the Ateneo High School E’99 or E-Boys started when this group of young and energetic men was shoved in the newly relocated 1st year wing classroom in 1995. It was at that time where the natural competitiveness of each of us was manifested in most of the high school events. The class dominated in the Dyaryo Drive, Bluebook contest, Calamity Fund Drive and most especially the annual sports fests. This was evident that by our senior year, the rays of the sun could no longer penetrate the classroom windows due to the championship banners we have amassed that served as our curtain.  Four of those banners were an unprecedented 4-year championship sweep in the basketball tournaments of the sports fests. It was during those years when hard work and teamwork were instilled in us that up to today run in our blood. 


It was in 2006 where E’99 began its quest in the ABL. Looking good on paper due to 3 of our classmates were members of the 1997 UAAP Jr. Championship team namely Justin Abrera, Andrew Araneta and Bajjie Del Rosario, the team was put in a very strong Rafael Roco division. This however did not reflect in the team’s performance as the team ended with a frustrating 5th place finish missing the chance to enter the final 4 by a single point due to a desperation shot by LA Mumar.  


The difficulty in work/school schedules for our doctors Angelo Cabalona and Jay Bautista and lawyers Pochoy Labog & Jelo Puno as well as migration of some players to Baguio City and to the US like Raffy Yambao and Robbie Ticzon prevented the E-boys to join. It took another 3 years before the E-boys decided once again to take up the challenge. The E-boys regrouped in 2009 with a strong supporter, the Globe Asiatique thanks to the efforts of Player-General Manager Tbram Cuyugan. Missing the services of Abrera, Araneta, Ticzon and Yambao, but getting in touch again with another E-boy stalwart, former ABL Francisco Division MVP 2005 Bogey Bernardo, the E-boys was classified to a more suitable Ed Ocampo Division. The 13-man line-up composed of Bajjie Del Rosario, Bogey Bernardo, Pope Gumabao, Angelo Cabalona, Pochoy Labog, Tbram Cuyugan, Jay Bautista, Randy Salcedo, Ian Maambong, Reinier Panga, Jelo Puno, Shred Santiago and EJ Solis were off and running. Lead by the outstanding teamwork of Del Rosario, Bernardo, Labog and 2009 Reyes Defensive Player of the Year Gumabao, the E-boys were seeded 2nd (4 wins-3 losses) at the end of the season. Come play-off time, the drama continues as main man Del Rosario was hampered with a knee injury. E’99 was stunned with an upset by 3rd ranked and eventual division champion Team Paculan. After that game, the team vowed to come back and not to let this happen again. 


In preparation for the 2010 season, the E-boys were surrounded by controversy as some members suggested reinforcing the roster with “imports” from other HS sections. The majority prevailed to stick with true-blooded E’99 only. From the 2009 line-up E-blooded center (destroyer) Justin Posadas and versatile forward PJ “Jok” Aldea were the only additions. 

Season Recap:


The first game was a highly contested match against Team Medallo (formerly Team Faura). With newly recruited big man Tim Bascar. Team Medallo dominated the paint in the 1st half putting the E-boys to a 13-point deficit. Composure prevailed for the E-boys as we rallied to tie by the end of the 3rd canto. Bautista, Bernardo, Cabalona, Del Rosario took over in the 4th to complete the come from behind win 67-62. Game ball goes to Bernardo with a fanstatic stat line 21 pts, 8 rebs and 5 stls.


The second game was a demolition job by the E-boys over H’97 even without the services of prolific guard Angelo Cabalona due to conflict in work schedule. Bernardo and Del Rosario finished impressive scoring onslaught combining for 43 points equaling the total output of H’97. Despite the staunch efforts of Nico Frez (10pts) and PJ Navarro (9pts, 8 rebs), the E-boys were too strong finishing the performance 67-43. Game ball goes to Jay Bautista (8 pts, 9rebs), for setting the tone that gave us a good start.


Game # 3 was another dramatic game vs. our fellow-batchmates I’99. Merely 5 mins. into the game, Bernardo sprained his ankle. It was in this game, the supporting cast maintained composure led by Gumabao (14pts, 8 rebs) and Bautista (12pts, 7 rebs). With I’99’s main man Euan Sanchez (25pts, 8 rebs, 3 stls) scorching the net he kept the game close. Birthday boy and player of the week Bajjie Del Rosario (24 pts, 12 rebs, 5 asts and 3 blks) stepped up with Cabalona (15pts) on the offensive end, while the others shackled I’99 in the closing minutes to win 70-65. Game ball goes to Cabal for his prolific shooting when it mattered most.


Game # 4 vs. the young and hungry H’05 sent the E-boys to reality. Playing without the injured Bernardo and the doctor on duty Cabalona, the E-boys had a difficult time against the H’05 tandem of Anton Perez (24 pts) and Migo Librojo (17 pts). Their 50% shooting handed the E-boys first loss of the season 76-61.


By game 5 the E-boys were determined to get back on the winning track once again vs. H’97. The E-boys knew H’97 will not allow themselves to be dominated like the previous match. With Bernardo back, Del Rosario along with Labog matched up against the H’97 triple threat of Frez (20pts), Navarro (21 pts)  and Joey Puno (6pts). The game came down the wire where Cabalona needed to make his last 4 free throws. Those ultimately were the points that separated the winner from the loser. With the 63-59 win, the E-boys are now tied with Medallo with a 4-1 slate. Game ball goes to Pochoy Labog (10 pts) for draining 2 treys that provided the cushion in the final quarter.           


For game 6 it was a rematch against I’99. Main man Euan Sanchez (28pts, 6 rebs) once again provided the leadership for I’99 through his hot shooting. However, this time he got the help he needed through Aldus Canda and RedG Polopio scoring 14 pts apiece. Not backing down, the supporting cast (Gumabao, Bautista, Solis and Cuyugan) of the E-boys provided reinforcements to the fantastic performances by Del Rosario (25 pts, 16 rebs, 4 blks) and Bernardo (27 pts, 6 rebs, 5 asts).  Another down the wire match as Sanchez was able to have a chance to tie the game coming off a 3-point play. He had a free throw to shoot with no time left. However, he missed the shot giving the 75-74 win for the E-boys.  


For the final game of the eliminations, it was a high scoring affair vs. C’07 led by Mike Gamboa’s 46 point, 6 asst. output. His hot outside shooting making a spectacular 14 treys presented problems for E-boys. Despite playing a good game from the usual suspects Del Rosario (25pts), Bernardo (27 pts) and Labog (21pts), the C’07 prevailed with a 105-102 overtime win. They handed the E-boys’ second loss and sliding to 2nd seed ultimately setting another duel with H’97 in the semis. 


Season Standings
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Semifinals: Rank 2 once again


As the E-boys were getting ready to face H’97 for the third time, main man Bajjie Del Rosario suffered a groin injury as he was playing in another team. Remembering the disappointing loss last year, the E-boys maintained its composure and were determined to do everything to avoid a similar fate. Immediately, the H’97 led by Frez (11pts) and Navarro (9pts) capitalized the lack of mobility by Del Rosario, keeping the game close and limiting the E-boy to merely 5 pts. Jay Bautista (13pts) and PJ Aldea (8pts) stepped up to fill the void supporting Bernardo and Gumabao. Like the previous encounter, free throws helped the E-boys to a 50-45 win earning a shot for the trophy.  Game ball goes to PJ Aldea for raising up to the occasion. 

The Finals

The E-boys were bracing themselves for a hard battle against division MVP candidate Tim Bascar and Team Medallo who came off a stalwart performance of 35pts, 11rebs in the semis. Another drama was that starting PG Pochoy Labog would not play due to a family affair. The team offered this game to him.

Adjustments were made and the mindset of the E-boys for the finals was “total D”.  This immediately translated to a 12 point lead at the half. Not to be outdone Bascar along with Alkhazan Jubail (10pts) and Edok Agida (9pts) rallied to cut the lead to 5. Tides quickly turned as Del Rosario was slapped with an unsportsmanlike foul helping Medallo to tie the game in the 3rd quarter. This only fueled the E-boys in the 4th quarter as key baskets from Del Rosario and a put back from Gumabao gave a 9 point lead. Bascar carried his team but the shackling defense by Del Rosario, Santiago, Salcedo and Panga limited him to 16pts from his average of 28.5. There was still a chance for Medallo as Del Rosario (22pts, 6 rebs) got his 5th foul with still 1:28 to go. Again the competitiveness and composure of each of the E-boys led by Bernardo (16pts), Bautista (12pts) and Cabalona (9pts) in the end prevailed. The E-boys were once again back on top with a 62-50 victory.

MVP STANDINGS

PLAYER

Back on Top


The Championship season proved once again how solid our class was. Knowing each other’s role and maintaining the competitive fire instilled during the winning years in high school manifested in the time it mattered the most. The greatest advantage we had was that we have known each other for 15 years. Sticking to each other through thick and thin produced the greatest reward of all. This team is very proud to be a purely E-Boy Team. We all raised Championship banners in High School now it’s time to do it again with the ABL Trophy.   
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E’99 ABL 2010 Ed Ocampo Division Champions:

Bajjie Del Rosario, Bogey Bernardo, Pope Gumabao, Angelo Cabalona, Pochoy Labog, Tbram Cuyugan, Jay Bautista, Randy Salcedo, Ian Maambong, Reinier Panga, Jelo Puno, PJ Aldea, Justin Posadas, Shred Santiago and EJ Solis.
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