RAFAEL ROCO DIVISION
	TEAM BAYOT (8-1, 1)

	76-68

	Team Puno (5-5, 6)



	
	
	


MVP

	Ruel Asay, Team Bayot


BEST DEFENDER

	Ruel Asay, Team Bayot

	


MYTHICAL FIVE
	Ruel Asay, Team Bayot

	Mike Gamboa, Team Gamboa

	Mon Tioseco, Team Rius

	Niku Valles, Team Bayot

	Louie Sinco, Team Bayot


FINALS RECAP by JP Cabero

Start strong. Finish stronger

“Start strong. Finish stronger” is exactly how to describe Team Bayot’s 2010 ABL season. The team breezed through the elimination round posting a 6-0 sweep led by Ruel Asay (25.7 ppg, 14.2 rpg), spitfire Louie Sinco (24 ppg), and veterans Niku Valles (23.8 ppg) and Rainier Sison (20.4 ppg). The classification round, against Team Gamboa, was a different story.  With only 5 players suiting up for the game the team fought hard and tried to stop the younger Team Gamboa, led by Division leading scorer Mike Gamboa. But eventually went down by 3 points and lost the chance to advance automatically to the finals. The loss also broke the 6 game win streak. 

The team faced a very formidable Team Rius in the semis. We had to contain hotshot Mon Tioseco and big man Renz Syhongpan. Team Rius had a good start with Chris Alano coming off the bench to score 4 3-ppointers. Team Bayot was able to comeback in the 2nd behind the Louie Sinco and the outside shooting of Niku Valles. However, Team Rius had an answer to each of Team Bayot’s attempt to break it wide open. That continued until Rainier Sison hit 3 straight long balls in the 4th that pushed the lead from 5 to 14. Team Bayot was coasting after that. 

The championship scene was a bit different than what we expected. A dark horse when play off started, Team Puno climbed a long and tough ladder beating Team Custodio, AGSB and Team Gamboa to reach the championship game. Team Puno was led by the trio of ABL stand outs Yong Gregorio, JR Elmido and Marti Espiritu.We know that we will be facing a very dangerous team and has the winning momentum going into the Finals.

Team Puno came out with fire in their eyes and more hunger than Team Bayot. Elmido was getting offensive rebounds and put backs. Team Bayot, on the other hand, came out flat. The team’s defense was very lethargic giving up easy shots inside, 2nd chance opportunities and all alone fastbreaks. MVP candidate Ruel Asay also missed a number of shots from point blank earlyand never got it going.Team Puno was also hitting outside shots and slowly built an 11 point lead.

Midway through the 2nd quarter Edward Reyes called a time out, with Team Puno still holding on to a double-digit lead, and switched the defense from our regular 2-3 zone to man-to-man. This will prove to be the turning point of the game for Team Bayot as the lead was trimmed down to single digits by the end of the first half. 

Team Bayot stepped up the defense further in the 3rd.  Shooters were covered, driving lanes were closed and every shot that they put up was always contested. Forced turnovers were converted to points that further closed the gap. Rainier Sison, the division’s 3-pt percentage leader, closed out a 3rd quarter run with a corner 3 that tied the game at 45.  The scoring barrage continued with inside points from Jutes Templo and Ruel Asay. Back to back 3 pointers from Darvin Tuazon and Jutes Templo early in the 4th quarter pushed the lead to 10. It was back and forth from that point until Team Puno came up with their own run with under 3 mins to go. Scoring back to back inside points and a 3 from Elmido from the corner cut the lead to 4. Two free throws from Rainier Sison and a couple of lay ups from Niku Valles kept the team afloat. Then Elmido and Ryan Dalman missed 6 consecutive shots from point-blank that just broke the spirit of Team Puno. Free throws from Sison put the game out of reach and sealed the championship for Team Bayot. 

It was a strong start for Team Bayot with a sweep of the eliminations but a stronger finish putting up very impressive games in the semis and the finals.

