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TEAM HONTIVEROS: Mission Accomplished by Paulo Tatad

Coming off the heels of its 2009 ABL campaign, the core of Team Aboag, led by captain Gino Feliciano, decided to take on a new path for 2010. It replaced some of the old guard with new blood, and changed its name to Team Hontiveros – after Fr. Eduardo “Fr Honti” Hontiveros (a Filipino Jesuit composer/musician, and best-known as an innovative creator of Philippine liturgical music) simply to pay homage to him since he was Gino's patient before. It sounded quite apt since the team was definitely looking to march to a different tune for the upcoming season. 

Grouped in the Unson division, the start of our season was in stumbling fashion as we lost our 1st 2 games. And by mid-season, our record was an erratic 2-3 even behind the strong play of  Joel Jacobe. By the 6th game, the team needed to win and I guess we can say our playoffs already started from there. Facing a just-as-desperate Team Rillo, the game would determine who would move on or who be given an early vacation. Staring at a deficit as high as 19 points in the second half, Hontiveros, led by the ageless Marcel Banzon, spitfire Paolo Ramos and super subs Leo Doble and Vince Moral, would whip up a scintillating comeback to eke out a thrilling victory, 83-81. It was on to the semis as the 4th seed. 

In the playoffs, it would face the top-seeded Ladaw. They met in a non-bearing game in the eliminations, however both teams played it safe preventing any possible injuries. The semis was different though, both weren't pulling any punches. Ladaw would control most of the game behind MVP Mon Leyva, yet Hontiveros would always be at strking distance. Once again, spearheaded by Ramos, Banzon and versatile Niko Frez, the team would pull off some exciting late game heroics. Banzon would force overtime with a trifecta, and Paolo Ramos would sink the game-winning - and  biggest shot of his ABL career - in the extra period to seal Hontiveros' finals trip.

Awaiting in the winner-take-all match was Team Alcantara. Both teams no strangers to each other having waged battles in ABL 2008 with Alcantara taking home the Vasquez title. Fast forward to the present, they  would cross paths again in the 2010 Unson division. They split their meetings in the  eliminations, but the finals would always be another story. For Alcantara, continued mastery over a rival. For Hontiveros, retribution. A championship would validate either team's claim.

Typical like any 8 am game, the opening quarter would start cold. It would take nearly 5 mins before Alcantara would break the ice. Eventually, the last half of the quarter would see an uptick in the scoring pace. Alcantara would lead by end of the 1st quarter, 14-13.

The story of the suceeding canto would be about the bench play of Hontiveros. Led by reliables Banzon, Doble, Moral and crafty Raymond Ongtengco, Hontiveros would flex its muscle and put together a run to pull ahead. The starters would later rejoin to keep the team's offense humming from thereon. On the other side of the ball, the defense became stingy limiting Alcantara to 7 2nd quarter points. By halftime, Hontiveros would be up 31-21.

The 3rd quarter would see a more deliberate pace and things getting a bit testy due to some physical play. Alcantara's team defense would stymie Hontiveros, while the scoring duo of Raul Banzon and Jutes Templo would do damage on the offensive end. Alcantara had cut the deficit to 6, 39-33.

Alcantara would make consecutive baskets to open the payoff period and threaten at 39-37, and even getting chances to pull even. Taking matters in his own hands for Hontiveros, Niko Frez would score his team's next 6 points on consecutive drives and free throws giving the team some distance. Eventually, the towering duo of Sherwin Yao and Doble would solidify the defense to thwart consecutive offensive thrusts by Alcantara. Free throws would keep Hontiveros from relinquishing its lead to secure the victory, the championship and redemption. Final score, 53-42. 

As Joel would point out, the key in winning the championship was bench play. Hontiveros' subs stepped-up when most of the starters were struggling, and buoyed the team's overall play as evidenced by its plus  margin in almost all categories – shooting, rebounds, assists, steals and blocks.

Frez stood “the Man” amongst men in the finals with a game-high 23 points, on top of 8 rebounds, 2 assists and ditto number of blocks and steals, and in the process, securing his place in the Mythical 5, together with Joel Jacobe. Ably backing him up were Vince Moral (8 points), Sherwin Yao (6 pts, game-high 9 rebs) and Marcel Banzon (6 points, 2 asts, 2 stls). 

Alcantara were led by Banzon (11 points) and Templo (10 points, 6 rebounds) in a valiant effort.

Team Hontiveros is composed of Gino Feliciano, Rico Feliciano, Vic Santos, Angelo Santos*, Marcel Banzon, Joel Jacobe, Chip Rosales, Paulo Tatad, Paolo Ramos, Sherwin Yao, Nino Lopez*, Raymond Ongtengco*, Jun Manotok, Angelo Doble, Vince Moral, Choi Hernandez*, Niko Frez*, George Canlas, Ted Martin, Jing Cabrera, Gary Bunagan. (* - 5 players of which tasting their 1st  ABL championship)

