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TEAM JAVILLONAR by Don Javillonar

From almost not fielding a team to becoming champions again! Our team barely made it to the 2010 ABL Season. A lot of players were hesitant because of schedule concerns. But with a little persuasion from captains Paolo and Don, several of our friends and teammates confirmed at the last minute. 14-strong, a good enough line-up. With a handful of returning players from last year's rag-tag team and 2 key additions, another stint in the ABL was on the horizon. I gave Paolo the final line-up, the 2 of us would still suit up together with returnees: Bebot, Mike O, Gerard, Gilly, Franco, Ambo, Dante, Kael, Jeck, and Marco. The last 2, Sonny and Greal, would be vital pieces. Both committed early on that they were excited to play for Team Javillonar. So, it begins...

2010 season starts... The team hits a rough stretch. The hastily formed group had low attendance, lacked bench support, had schedule problems. First 4 games, 1 win, 3 loses, 2nd to the last in the standings. Paolo rallied the troops and Sonny believed we still had fight in us. Our offense was never the problem. It was something else. Chemistry was slowly getting to where we wanted it to be. The team knew, we could play better.  We shifted our mindset, "Offense wins games, Defense wins championships!" That was what we lacked, that's what we lost, that's

what we rediscovered. We could not replicate our 2006 Championship run because of our defense or our lack of it. We all came together, we were all in the same page, the puzzle was solved and the pieces fit. We all knew what we each had to do. A chance to reach the semis. We just needed to sweep our last 3 elimination round games. But our focus, one game at a time. Second-wind, 2nd win! The team bounced back from the previous lost to Team Yambao, beating them by 3 points. The next week saw us facing perennial power-house Team Cacho, another good win, this time with a healthier margin. 3 wins, 3 loses. Last game in the classification stage, another win.

We entered the knock-out phase as the 4th seed, 4-3 record. We now had to face the top-seed! Team Cacho again? We may have had a bad start but the finish was good. Another defensive game. Not the prettiest of games.

Final buzzer... 59-53, a 4th straight win for us! On to the Finals! We would be meeting Team Yambao for the third time this season. Tip-off! A flurry of baskets, numerous defensive stops. 1... 2... 3... Quarters over. All separated by 2 points or less. No quarter was given, none

taken. Final 10 minutes, more defensive stops. Challenge every shot, body-up on their shooters. Focus, determination, desire. "di tayo papatalo." The air was tense, something was about to give, crucial 3-pointers Franco, Greal and Marco. Control the rebounds, control the quarter. Final buzzer. Final score 55-42. Champions once more!

