	HONESTO MAYORALGO DIVISION 
	
	

	TEAM ARESPACOCHAGA (7-2, 1)
	62-56
	Team Velayo (6-3, 3)


MVP

	Raymond Leyva, Team Velayo


BEST DEFENDER

	Sandy Arespacochaga, Team Arespacochaga


MYTHICAL FIVE
	Raymond Leyva, Team Velayo

	Sandy Arespacochaga, Team Arespacochaga

	Dexter Pagtulingan, Team Velayo

	Grevy Pahutan, Team Arespacochaga

	Manu Inigo, Team Bondoc


Winning Time 

There was an eerie, unfamiliar feeling that enveloped Team Arespacochaga’s first practice session for ABL 2010. 

After years of going through the motions and never getting past eliminations, the first practice called by Sandy Arespacochaga evoked a warmer, more hopeful feeling than those of seasons past. One practice and the players knew this was it. 

This was winning time.

What started as a core of ragtag players from 4C High School Batch ’93 who always thought winning was secondary to camaraderie and the opportunity to play organized basketball at such advanced ages, 2010 remains the culmination of a three-year process that had its share of very few highs and so many lows. 

The core

Former High School varsity Benjohn Labayen is easily the team’s heart and soul. It is public knowledge that he agonizes over defeats, often taking it out on his wife, Mamel, during the long, lonely drives back home. Labayen is best known for hitting the game winner with an off-balanced, double pump shot that beat the buzzer and their friendly batch nemesis, Team Sison a couple of years ago.

Completing the core are the rest of the vaunted AHS 4C team, The Ateneo Eaglets (TAE) led by playground legend Bi Quilala, sweet-shooting Metrowalk King Paco Barranda, Atty. Mike “Heartbreaker” Aleta and Mr. Excited Jaypee Sumpaico with role players Marito “LeBone James” De Jesus and Carlo “The Human Dawg” Masangkay.

“We were happy with just getting the chance to play together and see each other regularly, which was a luxury since everyone had their own thing. But then came the recruits,” said Quilala, easily one of the finest non-varsity shooting guards to have ever come out of the Ateneo High School but has been hobbled by chronic foot problems.

The recruits

In 2009, what began as a means to further divide the costly team registration fee, Labayen and Quilala embarked on a silent, low-key recruitment process. “We just thought that with more players, the lesser the share,” mused Labayen. 

Slowly but surely, help started to trickle in. Quilala managed to recruit fellow IAC legend Cesar Wee by getting him inebriated in his own bar, Moksha. “I knew he’d never join a loser team like ours so I thought maybe I’d get him drunk and hopefully get him to sign while wasted,” quipped Quilala visibly pleased of his unorthodox recruiting ways.

News of Wee’s transfer to what was then known as Team Labayen sent shockwaves across the ABL. Even Team Labayen followers like Erwin Del Valle were asking, “Paano niyo nakuha si Cesar Wee?” 

Indeed, getting Wee was crucial in the rebuilding process. “After we got Cesar we kept name-dropping him to the other players we were eyeing. At first they wouldn’t believe it of course, haha!” said Labayen. 

But believed they did as Labayen managed to snatch the biggest fish of them all, Sandy Arespacochaga, the 6’4” Do-It-All Point Center Forward and former King Eagle. Arespacochaga would now become the cornerstone of the team, which was now beefed up by the acquisitions of Arvie De Vera and Nonoy Basa.

Notwithstanding the additions of Wee, Arespacochaga, Basa and De Vera, 2009 was a rather unforgettable year. “We had high hopes but I guess the chemistry wasn’t there yet.” Labayen recalls. “And Sandy was practically Mr. Do-It-All. I wasn’t gonna be surprised if he decided to not join the team again next year.” 

And again in another of their one-on-one drinking sessions at Moksha, Wee intimated to Quilala, “We need a go to guy.”

The missing pieces

With only a few days to go before the ABL 2010 registration deadline, internal issues plagued the team’s core which threatened an imminent disbandment. De Vera immediately called up Quilala whom he thought was the best person to resolve the issues and get things started. Quilala called up Labayen and the relay ensued asking each player to return for another tour of duty. Luckily, everyone agreed to come back and do it one more time.

Arespacochaga knew that to be successful he had to get some help at the frontline. Using his varsity connections, Arespacochaga was able to recruit Rabeh Al-Hussaini and Nonoy Baclao. The two, however, had to beg off as they were chosen to play in separate national teams. Al-Hussaini went to Smart Gilas, while Baclao went to the Philippine Patriots. They have agreed in principle to join the team after their RP team stints.

Undaunted, Arespacochaga snagged the next best thing: versatile forward Joe Silva, a 6’2” lefty with a deft perimeter shot and strong post moves. His favorite shot, though, was the three-pointer from the corner. Silva was the complete package. 

Answering the need for a go-to-guy, Labayen recruited another high school standout, former teammate Grevi Pahutan. The portly playmaker became available as his original team was elevated from batch to open division. Pahutan was a scorer, able to light it up from inside and out with a vast repertoire of moves that belied his heft. 

ABL 2010

After breezing through the eliminations, Team Arespacochaga found itself as the top seed going into the semis. It routed a Manu Inigo-less Team Bondoc by 17 points to set up a finals date with elimination round tormentor Team Velayo.

“We were aching to get back at them after they beat us,” said Labayen still smarting from that last second shocker courtesy of a Dexter Pagtulingan outside shot.

Pahutan virtually guaranteed a win and repeatedly assured the players that revenge was forthcoming.

The Finals

Feeling the loss of point guard Quilala who was out with an injured foot, Team Arespacochaga started out flat with missed lay-ups and jumpers. Defense was never in sync as the players tried to adjust to the finals atmosphere. During timeouts, Labayen would insist that, “We’re too stiff, guys!” Arespacochaga was his calm and collected self reminding the players to focus and get their heads in the game. 

Team Velayo led throughout the game as eventual MVP Raymond Leyva and Pagtulingan combined to keep Team Arespacochaga at bay with solid outside shooting and transition offense. Arespacochaga even caught a wayward elbow from Leyva that caused his mouth to bleed.

Turning point

Down ten with six minutes to go, the unthinkable happened. The officials called a technical foul on the bench of Team Arespacochaga for dress code violation as Aleta was in civilian clothes and was therefore not allowed to be seated on the bench. To remedy the situation, Arespacochaga asked Aleta to immediately put on the blue uniform to avoid the technical. Arespacochaga then tried to plead his case and insisted that Aleta was in fact in proper uniform. When he turned to Aleta to prove his point to the officials, there was Aleta wearing the white uniform with his boxers sticking out of his game shorts to which one of the referees said, “Kita mo na sir, labas pa yung salawal.”     

The technical proved to be the rallying point of the team. Arespacochaga presided over a suffocating defense that eventually tied the game at 53-all less than two minutes remaining. Pagtulingan made another booming triple to make it 56-53 that almost broke the backs of Team Arespacochaga as they called for time.

During the timeout, Arespacochaga called for Labayen to penetrate down the middle and if Pahutan’s guard would sag to help, kick it out to a waiting Pahutan for the three. This was about the time that Pahutan uttered the now famous line, “Ako’ng bahala.”

That was exactly what happened as Pahutan drained a triple to tie it once again at 56-all. It was pandemonium at Moro. Arespacochaga blocked yet another incursion in the lane that set off a fastbreak to which Labayen was fouled. Labayen coolly sank both free throws to take the lead, 58-56. Team Leyva never scored again while Pahutan converted on another double pump clutch shot plus a foul that virtually sealed the game. Arespacochaga iced it with one free throw for the final score, 62-56.

Batch division champions

With the exception of the young Silva, all members of Team Arespacochaga come from one batch of Ateneans (HS’93 and College’97) with diverse social, cultural and ethnic backgrounds. As the season has reached its end, these players will once again go their own ways until the next season beckons once more.  This year, however, they leave each other with fond memories of a great campaign.

This year they leave as champions. 

Presenting your ABL 2010 Honesto Mayoralgo Batch Division champions: Team Arespacochaga.

