	NILO VERONA DIVISION 
	
	


	TEAM IJARES (8-0, 1)
	55-53 (2 OT)
	Team Palou (5-5, 3)


MVP

	Dindo Medina, AHS 85


BEST DEFENDER

	Dindo Medina, AHS 85


MYTHICAL FIVE
	Dindo Medina, AHS 85

	Farley Aguila, Team Palou

	Manuel Castro, Jr., Team Ijares

	Gino Feliciano, AHS 85

	Bong Berbano, Team Ijares


Verona Division Recap

by Gary Villanueva      

Never won the big prize. Always the bridesmaid. Moral victory ulit.We gave it our best. Breaks of the game.And the dreaded, wait ‘till next year. These are the quotes that were associated with Team Ijares (formerly Team Samson) Not anymore…..

Finally, the monkey is off their backs, Team Ijares, one of the pioneer teams  of the ABL, won their first championship in the Verona Division of ABL 2010 over a hard fighting Team Palou, in double overtime no less.

The championship campaign of Team Ijares started in the off season, as Albert Mendoza signed on with the team ( c/o Dino Ponce Enrile). Albert would bring rebounding, inside scoring and passing, and a championship pedigree that Ijares lacked. Plus he would give Gene Afable much needed help on the boards and in shutting down opposing big men. Another veteran recruited in the off season was Bambi Sevilla who would and could play all 5 positions on the court if needed. 

The season started with a 2 straight victories. But before the 3rd game, leading scorer, Peter Gonzales, went down with an ACL injury, and was lost for the year. Gunner Bong Berbano, called or texted the team that all have to step up in Peter’s absence. Bong suddenly started scoring more, Jun Castro scored inside and out, while Jojo Gamboa and Dino Ponce, arguably the best point guard rotation in the ABL, were firing passes that were finding the mark. Buboy Go, Erwin Tantoco and George Samaco were giving quality minutes and providing muscle while backing up Albert and Gene.The bench mob of Butch Castro and yours truly were hitting from the outside and scoring on the break, while Dino Ricafort, Andy Maglipon, Gary Roca, Francis Buenaflor provided the team a much deeper bench when they played. The hard task of rotating and keeping everyone happy fell into the hands of Joey Guillermo, who did an outstanding job.

Ijares swept the regular season and finished at 7-0 and was waiting for destiny. 

Finally Team Palou, emerged from the stepladder matches as the team to beat. Team Palou displayed a HUGE fighting heart and prepared for the game as they played man to man defense the entire game. Team Ijares took a 9 point lead in the 4th quarter with around 4 mins to go, when Team Palou rallied furiously to send the game into OT. In the first OT, Team Palou actually had a chance to win the game with 4 seconds to go and the game tied. Chito Medina, had what appeared to be an easy point blank layup, but Paolo Isidro, playing his first game for Ijares, blocked the attempt and preserved the tie. In the 2nd OT, Jojo Gamboa, and Jun Castro connected on a series on plays that seemed to break the backs of the opponents. Still Palou came back, but with a couple of seconds to go, and IJares clinging to a 2 point lead, their last shot at an upset just hit the backboard. Gene took the last rebound of the game, and the season.  Bong Berbano, who misses a couple of seasons due to an injury, really stepped up his game, and Jun Castro, the team’s most versatile player, were part of the mythical 5. This championship is also shared with former teammates like Set Aniceto, Jerome Buhay, Chito Afable (and others) and of course to the person who the team in named after Cesar “Boy” Ijares.

 Now that Team Ijares are now the champs, a new quote is being tossed around by the team, “Can you say back to back?”

